Israel, The Land and Her People

By Dr. Richard Booker
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Question:

Where is Palestine? Tudaca Province

in the First Century

Answer:

Historical maps to the contrary, the name Palestine,
designating a geographic area, did not exist before 135 CHe sy S

In the 1stcentury, Judea, which was comprised of Judea "”“”EO

and Samaria, was a province of the Roman Empire with a
majority Jewish population. Not wanting to acknowledge ,. .

the Jewish rights to their ancient homeland, the nations ~/ DECAPOLIS
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In 135 CE the Romans defeated a Jewish revolt led by
Simon BakKokhba At this time, the Romans changed the
name of the province of Israel/Judea to Sytfalaestina
and gave Jerusalem a Roman namliaCapitolina These & e
changes were meant to strip the region of its Jewish I XABATEA
identity. Jews were forbidden to live in or enter Jerusalem. e
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was derived. What the God of the Bible called Israel, the
world would now call Palestine.
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after another conquered the region, none of them established a sovereign state in the land and
Jerusalem was never the capital of any empire or Arab state since the time of King David. In 1946, a
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Question:

Who are the Palestinians?

Answer:

Anyone who lived in Israel/Judea, now the Roman

LINE DAY OS 2F atlfSadAySzé |
Palestinian, whether Jew or Arab or Christian. The size of
the territory changed over the years as the region came
under various governing powers. With the British Mandate
after WWI, it included an area artificially created by the
British as an Arab Palestinian state called Transjordan, no
the State of Jordan.

While there was always a Jewish presence in the land, the
revival of modern Jewish life in the land began with the
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they worked the land, it began to prosper. At this time,
poor migrant, itinerant Arab farm workers in the
surrounding Arab countries migrated to Palestine to get
work from the Jews.Since life was much better for them
working for the Jews in Palestine, they decided to stay.

Iudaea Province

in the First Century
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For the most part, the presentlay Arab Palestinians are the descendants of these peasant farm

workers. These saalled Palestinians have never been a distinct people. They are simply Arabs from
the surrounding Arab states. There have never been a Palestinian people, a Palestinian language o
Palestinian culture. There has never been a Palestinian state and Jerusalem has never been the ca

of an identifiable group of people called Palestinians.
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OttomanTurkish Empire

15171917
The Ottoman Turks
When the Romans expelled the Jews from Israel, the land
progressively deteriorated. Since there was never a sovereign
state in the land, nor was it the capital of any empire,
Israel/Palestine became a neglected wasteland. The Ottoman
Turks ruled the Middle East including the province of Palestine
from 15171917. At this time, Palestine was a forgotten
desolate, unincorporated region of the Empire.

The Ottoman Empire in 1683
When the Ottoman Turks were defeated in WWI, the land they
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some of the land was owned by absentee landlords who lived i
in Cairo, Damascus and Beirut, no country or people group had
a clear title to the land. It was simply a geographic region of
the former Ottoman Empire sparsely populated by a growing
Jewish population of Russian immigrants, some Bedouin Arabs
and some Christians.
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Because the British won the war, they received the mandate
from the nations to administer the province of Palestine. The
British, for their own seltinterest, created the modern states

in the Middle East in the land area that was part of the former o
Ottoman Empire. They made conflicting promises to the Jews The Ottoman surrender
and the Arabs which they never intended to keep thus creating  of Jerusalem to the British
the modern AraBlsraeli conflict. on December 9, 1917



The Making of the Modern State of Israel

Russia
Israel in a sea of Arab States mmEp ST Mongolia

British Mandate of Palestine 1920
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Fear not, for | am with
thee; | will bring thy seed
from the east, and gather
thee from the west; | will
say to the north: 'Give
up,’ and to the south:
'‘Keep not back, bring My
sons from far, and My
daughters from the end of
the earth; (Isaiah 43:5-6)

Olim to Israel, by source
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And | will turn the captivity of My people Israel, and they shall
build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And | will plant them upon their
land, and they shall no more be plucked up out of their land which
| have given them, saith the LORD thy God. (Amos 9:14-15)



Theodore Herzl

Theodore Herzl. Herzl was born in
1860 in Budapest. Herzl studied law
but later became a journalist. He was
well assimilated into the Gentile world
in which he lived and felt very
comfortable in it.

He believed that modern man had
become so civilized and tolerant of his
fellowman, that Gentile prejudices
against Jews would soon disappear.

In 1894, Herzl had an experience that
showed him the foolishness of his
thinking. This experience became

known as the nDreyfus
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Alfred Dreyfus was a captain in the French army. He was also a Jew.
He had been accused of giving French military secrets to the Germans
and was humiliated and sentenced to life imprisonment. This guilty

verdict was passed even though there was little evidence to support it.
11


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/52/Degradation_alfred_dreyfus.jpg

Herzl was in Paris
covering the story.
As he heard the
angry mobs scream,

chills ran
through his blood.
His eyes were
opened to the fact
that
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Zionism
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In 1896, Herzl wrote The Jewish State.
In this little book, Herzl stated the
problem and challenged the Jews to
work toward the establishment of their
own nation.

In 1897, Herzl called together the first
meeting to lay the groundwork for

what would later become known as

AZi onism. o At this me
Basil, Switzerland, Herzl predicted that
within fifty years the Jews would have
their own state.
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The Turks, Palestine and WWI

A In this terrible war, Turkey and
England fought each other for
control of the Middle East. England
won.

A Ironically enough, a Jewish
chemist named Chaim Weizmann
made a major contribution to the war
effort for England.

A He developed a means for
improving the making of explosives
which England vitally needed in the
war effort.

A The Prime Minister of England
desired to reward him. Weizmann
asked that England grant the Jews a
national homeland.




Arthur James Balfour

British Mandate of Palestine

Palestine

Transjordan

British mandate
of Palestine

The Balfour Declaration

November 2nd, 1917.

Dear Lord Rothschild,

| have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His
Majesty's Government, the following declaration of
sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been
submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet:

"His Majesty's Government view with favour the
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to
facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish
communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country".

| should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to
the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely
Arthur James Balfour

The newly formed League of Nations gave its stamp of approval to the Balfour
Declaration. But except for a few religious zealots and political idealists, the
Jews were not too thrilled with the idea of returning to the land.
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United Nation Partition Plan
November 29, 1947
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prediction

would have their own state within
fifty years proved to be prophetic.
On November 29, 1947, the United
Nations voted on what God had
already decreed, and officially
established the existence of the
state of Israel. They decided to
partition the land into a Jewish state
and an Arab state, while making
Jerusalem an international city.
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On May 14, 1948, the Jewish people
declared their independence.




From the text of the Declaration of the State of Israel:

On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed &
resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in E+istael; the
General Assembly required the inhabitants of Erdtzael to take such steps as
were necessary on their part for the implementation of that resolution. This
recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish
their State is irrevocable.

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own
fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign State.

ACCORDINGLY WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL,
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY-(SREREREID
OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, ARE HERE ASSEMBLED ON THE
THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE OVERERETZ
AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND
STRENGTH OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS G
ASSEMBLY, HEREBY DECLARE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JE
INEREFZ { w! 9[ = ¢h .9 Ybh2b ! { ¢1I9




The Rebirth of Israel
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o[ATE OF ISRAEL IS BORN

The first independent Jowish State in 19 centuries | same fime, President Truman snnounced that the United
was born in Tel Aviv as the British Mandate over Palestine | States would acosrd recognition 1o the now State. A few
came to an end at midnight on Friday, and it was immed. | hours later, Palestine was invaded by Moslem anmies from
lately subjected to the test of fire. As "Medinat Yisrael” |l}nmxhnuudmﬂhnMT-lAvivmn&dhom
(State of lsrael) was proglaimed, the battle for Jerusalem | the air. On Priday the United Nations Special Assembly
mged, with most of the city ialling to the Jews. Mlholld)oumdlhnldomglmnlppdmnx-d.

imfor but without mking any action on the Patition
Resolution of November 29.

Yesterday the battle for the Jerusalem.Tel Aviv road
was still under way, and two Amb villages were taken. In
the north, Acre town was captured, and the Jowish Army
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